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Policy: Recognition of prior and external learning
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Purpose

=)

To set out the University's policy for the assessment and recognition of prior and external
learning.
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Overview
ik

Prior and external learning can be assessed to determine equivalence to the learning
outcomes of courses or programs, in the context of lifelong learning. This policy sets out
principles and limits for the assessment of formal, informal and non-formal learning (see
Procedure: Glossary — Student policies and procedures for definitions of terms) that may
result in admission, credit and exemptions by determining equivalence to course and
program learning outcomes.
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Scope
CE

This policy applies to coursework awards and coursework in Higher Degree Research
(HDR) programs.
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Policy principles

BERIR M

1. The University provides recognition for prior and external learning to:
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a.

Recognise that prior and external learning can form an acceptable part of an ANU
program or course;
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Encourage life-long learning;

NS B E

Avoid the duplication of content within students’ learning;
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Facilitate the movement of students between institutions and programs;
Rk AR AEAS [ 0 AU AN 2 S TiH 22 [R) iR s 1

Enable students to complete programs efficiently; and
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Ensure students meet all of the learning outcomes of the program to which they are
admitted.
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2. Prior and external learning is only considered for recognition if it is:
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a.

Formal learning from completed, passed courses at an Australian University, an
ANU partner institution, or an institution of equivalent institutional status and
accreditation level as listed in the Australian Department of Education’s Country
Education Profiles or similar registers; or
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Informal or non-formal learning that is mapped against the learning outcomes of a
program, course or AQF Level;
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c. Relevantin content to the learning outcomes for which recognition is sought;
X5 5 SR A R B A BN
d. Current;
AT

e. Equivalent in the volume of learning and in level to the formal learning for which
equivalence is sought; and
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f. Documented.
RTER
3. Assessment of prior and external learning is:
X 56 B 2RISR ST B P Al
a. Against the relevant learning outcomes of the course or program or AQF Level,
PEASERFR B2 ST 00 H 5k AQF 7K IAH 562 2T R s
b. Evidence-based and transparent;
PG UL P 5
c. Fair and consistent;
N —E

d. Where applicable, based on the equivalency of the quality of learning amongst Go8
universities confirmed in the Group of Eight Credit Transfer Agreement; and
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e. Academically defensible.
A AR -

4. Determination of the credit and exemptions that can be awarded for prior or external
learning is:
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Holistic and takes into account the student’s individual ability to meet the learning
outcomes and cover the content of the course or program successfully;
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Mindful of the alignment of levels of learning outcomes when converting volumes
of formal learning that do not align with the AQF. Unless there are academic
considerations specific to the case, at the same level of learning outcomes,
volume of formal learning is converted using, in descending order of priority:
Y B IR E S AQF A—Eh), FHEES IR A — . BRAE
M RARFE R FAREE, SNEMARKFRSIEERT, MBI h EET
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e Equivalencies specified in ANU exchange, articulation or partnership
agreements with other universities;
FEWRE S AT A B, AT REUR AR P B 5 FAt R & A 3L b Bt E 1 )
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e Any schedule of equivalencies published by the University;
HH AR A ) [ S5 0 R
e The alignment of six ANU units with 7.5 European Credit Transfer (ECTS)
credits; or
KR E SL NN S oo 5N TMA R (ECTS) T 7.5 #0rfRFF—
EEI
e On the basis of six ANU units being equivalent to 130 hours of learning,
including time spent in scheduled classes and self-directed study.
BT IRE NLANAN 2 ST BT 2 T 130 AN AR S IFIA], XIS AR TUE SRR
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Unless there are academic considerations specific to the case, relevant full-time
equivalent professional experience is converted using an equivalence of 15
months per six ANU units.
BRAEX D EARE R FARFERE, BN SR A AT S E e, &
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Decided in a timely way so that students’ progression is not inhibited;
SR oRoE s PLA BELAG 225 0 52 3] HERE

Consistent with external accreditation requirements; and

FEE AMIAIEEE R BLA

Documented for the student including any reasons for not recognising
equivalence.
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5. Exemptions are used rather than credit if:
ELLMER T, ZERBRBEMAZE T 570

a. Requested by the student; or

M A R R B

b. Warranted by only partial content equivalence; or
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c. The student has exhausted limits on credit; or
RN CARE FIR; 5

d. The learning has been used for credit against a different program (e.g. the other
programs in a double degree); or

25 A SRS — D ANFE I IH 85270 (B, XA ) 55— 22 AL
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e. The prior learning is not eligible for credit towards the program.

SEHT A AR EPRAFIZRAE R 0 R

Limits on the recognition of prior and external learning for credit and
exemptions

X FRIFNIMERFE IRYIA AT TSRS F BN SR ISRIPRE
6. Limits on credit and exemptions in a program set by the Associate Dean (Education):

A () HilE B0 T2 ST T H 3% 7 57 0 A B B IR 1)

a. Credit and exemptions are only granted within any program-specific restrictions
approved in writing by the Associate Dean (Education) of the College managing the
program.

PRI E FE R AR R () AT RLRLAS T TR sCHEAE ST 0% 00 B 1 R 26 F,
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b. These limits are in force until revoked by the Associate Dean (Education) or the
next program re-accreditation review.
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c. Quantitative restrictions on credit set by the Associate Dean (Education) do not

apply if credit is sought as part of a program transfer for completed ANU courses
that are also listed on the program orders of the new program.

R PTRATIK 0 RV E I A B4 (K — 38 73, B I H 2R RAR AL B FE L0 H 2
25 MR (FD BOEM 20 SRR B AEH

7. Time limits on the eligibility of prior learning for credit and exemptions:
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a.

b.

Unless the Associate Dean (Education) has approved different program-specific
periods, prior learning must have occurred within ten years (for credit towards
undergraduate degrees) or seven years (for credit towards postgraduate degrees)
before the first day of the first session that follows acceptance of the offer to the
program.

FRAREIBE K () e 7 AN BB 125 S TUH BIFa), 5 AR R 32 30 H s e
H2E — IR SR — R BT IR, Jenl e S AHEHFEZ N G T AR AL IH )
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All courses in a completed degree are eligible for consideration if the date of
completion falls within the time period specified in (a).

WERTERAAL HEAZE (@) K HUE BRI BN, MR (0 B R R B 1 A %
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Other formal or non-formal courses are eligible if the date of completion falls within
the time period specified in (a).

WERTEIRFE I HHATE (@) S HlE BRI BN, AR IE R B TR E R R AR B A5 &
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8. Other limits on the eligibility of prior and external learning for credit and exemptions:
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a.

Prior learning is not used for credit if it has already been used for credit towards
another completed degree at ANU or at a different university, unless that previous
degree is an ANU program that is nested within the program for which credit is
sought. For example a Graduate Certificate or Graduate Diploma with complete
overlap of program orders with a Masters degree that is either of the same name, or
identified in a credit register. Credit is only awarded for that portion of a completed
degree that was not credit for prior learning.

AN SRAE 56 BGER | ST 0 o5 — AN S AL BO B3 55 — P AR RLR S, 8 SRR 2 3Rk 1557
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KERAF A KIH izt i 3 o Bian, BV kst 78 A SO SR S AR A R Y
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Credit is not granted for approved or unapproved study as part of a concurrent
enrolment in a program at a different university, including during periods of
approved program leave from the ANU program. Approved cross-institutional study,

exchange or study abroad form part of the ANU program and are eligible for
consideration.
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c. Creditis not granted for informal or non-formal learning concurrent with program
enrolment (including periods of approved program leave).

XEFITEEMH AR A CEREREHER R D R BEAT AR IR AR IE AR ), G

BT
9. Limits on the use of credit:
2247 WA R PR 1 -

a. Credit for prior non-formal or informal learning does not exceed half the unit value of
any sub-plan.

MR IE AR IE L2 3T TR RIS ) 24 0 S AR AT 7 S RHI 22 73 BT —
T
b. Credit is not granted for non-formal or informal learning of a language other than

English. Exemptions and waiving of course requisites is used instead to recognise
such learning.

X AL DR DL AR S 5 B AR IEAEEEIE =2, AT 0. FTRMEHA
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c. If a student has attempted and failed a course while enrolled in the program, credit
or exemptions are only granted towards that course if the request is for recognition
of approved external learning that happened after the failed attempt to complete the
course at ANU.

WER P ALEHEZ I H I, 8 S BRI PR, W TR 1 2 0 4% T B &
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10.There are no limits beyond (six)-(nine) on the eligibility for consideration for credit of the
following types of learning:
PP RAT RS H) 2 AR B R, BR T (ON) - (L) A€ ZAMEA TR

a. Completed ANU courses within the same career level and not used for a completed

degree;
FE I ST 56 B[R] — 22 ARIKSF 1, AER B 58 B A R URAE
b. Completed ANU programs that are nested in the program towards which credit is

sought and identified in the credit information published for that degree; and
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c. ANU microcredentials.

TR ST A A IE

11. Credit for other types of prior learning than those specified in (ten), or for external

learning, including but not limited to prior study at a different university, completed

degrees, professional experience, cross-institutional study, study abroad, and
exchange, is only granted to the following maximum limits:

MFRRTER () FHUEMEARSERT A I RA, B HAL SN2 3R, BfE(E
AMLRFAET —FrKARISERT 7 2] S AL, b2, BsHLAF >, H S T
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a. | Towards a three year (144 unit) Bachelors pass program, to a maximum of 96
units in a single degree, and a maximum of 60 units in a double degree
combination.

YT =4 (144 D500 B R AniRE, B2 R AR i 2 v 315 96 ¥
7y, RUFALRIE R % 60 777

b. | Towards a four year (192 unit) Bachelors pass program, to a maximum of 144
units in a single degree, and a maximum of 108 units in a double degree
combination.

XFFUUAER] (192 450D 2 L iREE, B2 AR i 2 w31 144 4
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c. | Towards a one-year (48 unit) honours program if the corresponding Bachelor

degree was undertaken at:
X5 (48 ) HIREIRIETH, AR R AL IR EE i T
e the ANU, to a maximum of 24 units for honours-level courses;.
another university, no credit must be awarded.
WE L, W2 3RS 24 DB RRE G IR 2 48 5
FoAtho R, WIAEHR T 500

d. | Towards a four year (192 unit) degree Bachelor with integrated honours, to a
maximum of 120 units in a single degree, and a maximum of 60 units in a
double degree combination.

XFFUUEER] (192 45770 B S R FR 7L n AiiREE, B— iR R %
SRR 120 N5y, RUEAAiRfE R % 60 M)

e. | Towards a Graduate Certificate, a maximum of 12 units for prior formal
learning at AQF Level 8 or 9.

XFFEMVUEF SRR, M Se AT IR S KA 2 P AR HESR (AQF) 285 J\BER L
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Towards a Graduate Diploma, a maximum of 24 units for prior formal learning
at AQF level 8 or 9, or non-formal and informal learning assessed against
AQF level 8 only.

PR FA SR, INSERT AT SRR 52 P B AR HE SR (AQF) 8 B¢ 9 27 IE
A, SRR AQFS ZiN A TE S IERS: 2, B T34 12 4N
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Towards a 48 unit Masters program, a maximum of 24 units for courses
completed towards an incomplete AQF level 9 or above qualification only. In
1+1 double masters, this limit applies to each degree separately.

T 48 A4 WIS 2RI H 25042 T IR TR 5 s AQF 9 28k b
EROE TR T RIS, B3R 24 N5, 161 + 1 L2 fr I
b, IR 3 TN

Towards a 72 unit Masters program, a maximum of 24 units;
XPF T2 MR BT A H 2 A 3RS 24 N0

Towards a 96 unit Masters program, a maximum of 48 units overall, with the
following sub-limits, a maximum of:
X 96 Ny BT L A I H , R E ISR AT 48 s, FERL T AN
PR SFAE T, &2 I3RS
e 48 units for any kind of prior learning at AQF level 8 or 9;
X5 & AQF 8 50 9 R fIIE A SGHT 2>, Ty 48 Naadys
e 24 units for any kind of prior learning at AQF Level 7 (8 for degrees with
a compulsory honours level entry requirement), including but not limited
to a prior undergraduate degree, or prior formal or non-formal learning
assessed against AQF level 7 (8 for degrees with a compulsory
honours level entry requirement); and
X5 E AQF 7 ZHMEFIE A SEHT ) (NFER P S LB RE
FRAALIH 25K 8 200 B FEAMUR T Je il KA R 246, 8T &
AQF7 Z i 5 Al ) IE EFE IR0 2] (N EOR AL S MBS 2RI
PAIIUHER 8 %) , 240 ¢0r: ULR
e 24 units for prior non-formal and informal learning, whether assessed
against AQF Level 7, 8 or 9.
TGRS ATARIE AR IER: 2], ARFTE AQF 7. 8 59 4%
(11, 35579 24 A2 57

Towards a 144 unit Masters program, a maximum of 72 units overall, with the
following sub-limits, a maximum of:
X 144 Aoy BT LA I H 2 AR BT 72 A0, AERLR AR
FERBIFAT, 3R
e 72 units for any kind of prior study at AQF level 8 or 9;
X5 e AQF 8 50 9 BB SRHT 2>, 72 N5y
e 36 units for any kind of prior learning at AQF Level 7 (8 for degrees with
a compulsory honours level entry requirement), including but not limited
to a prior undergraduate degree, or prior formal or non-formal learning
assessed against AQF level 7 (8 for degrees with a compulsory
honours level entry requirement); and
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e 36 units for prior non-formal and informal learning, whether assessed
against AQF Level 7, 8 or 9.
X2Vl e ardE IE R IEM 2], ARFFS AQF 7. 8 8¢ 9 2
1, 58 36 N2

k. | Towards a 192 unit Masters program, a maximum of 96 units overall, with the
following sub-limits, a maximum of:
XFF 192 A BT A I H , e AR R 72 N0, FERLU TR A
FERBIFAT, 3R
e 96 units for any kind of prior study at AQF level 8 or 9;
X5 & AQF 8 50 9 MR IIE A SGHT 2>, 9 96 Moy
e 48 units for any kind of prior learning at AQF Level 7 (8 for degrees with
a compulsory honours level entry requirement), including but not limited
to a prior undergraduate degree, or prior formal or non-formal learning
assessed against AQF level 7 (8 for degrees with a compulsory
honours level entry requirement); and
TR E AQF 7 ZHMEFIE ISR RT 7> (NFER P& B R
FER AL H ZK 8 ) IR EA IR TIERTIAR 20, BifF &
AQF7 5 ai i) IEEARIE R 2] (ONFER AL B IR 24 )
FALIEHZER 8 ) , 48 MG UK
e 48 units for prior non-formal and informal learning, whether assessed
against AQF Level 7, 8 or 9.
TGRS AT AR IE AR IER: 2], ARFTE AQF 7. 8 59 4%
(11, ¥h 48 207

Alignment of non-formal and informal learning with learning outcomes
for admission and credit

RIEFIERFIAEIENFZ IR F IR EANFERNF S ERI—E

12.Unless otherwise specified in accordance with a University procedure, applications for
the recognition of prior non-formal and informal learning include a statement of no more
than 1000 words on how the prior non-formal or informal learning addresses the
following learning outcomes:

FRAESAIE, IR, X e i iR IERUATAE 052 S RN AT g R R & A
L 1000 F AW, B Se Al A AR A B AR IR 205 2 R Wi 2 LA T 52 3 R -

a. | For admission to postgraduate degrees to which applicants with a pass
Bachelor degree are eligible for admission; or for credit towards the same
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degree if no credit is sought for prior undergraduate study, the statement
addresses the following AQF Level 7 attributes:

St T A2 2 A7 ) FR S AT Y ST AT 502 2 R0 5 ) BRI R i
B0 T A — 22 B 7 B, WOR MR SR AT AR S 3R 2, s
5 15 B LR 7565 AQF 7 201 JE -
e Graduates at this level have broad and coherent knowledge and skills
for professional work and/or further learning;
2R ) BV AR AE B Y A AN Bk 25 30 07 T B AT T2 T 34 BF FR) TR R
Es it
e Graduates at this level have broad and coherent theoretical and
technical knowledge with depth in one or more disciplines or areas of

practice;
ZB A B AEAE — AN B2 A 2 R s B AR A T2 T B AT R S
(R BIRFI R FN R s

e Graduates at this level have well-developed cognitive, technical and
communication skills to select and apply methods and technologies to:

N BB AE B R AR B, ORI IE Y, A DL S A
ARIF K
i. analyse and evaluate information to complete a range of
activities
XHE BHEAT A A PR, PASER— R PG S)
ii. analyse, generate and transmit solutions to unpredictable and
sometimes complex problems
X AN T FHEIN 4 e AR e T 52 2% 0 ) gt AT A, AR O IS A
RIT 5
iii. transmit knowledge, skills and ideas to others
[l AALFE AR, FoRe AR AR
e Graduates at this level can apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate
autonomy, well-developed judgement and responsibility:
GO BV AR T Dl - AR AR B R s B BAL 5838 Ak o R 51
I
i. in contexts that require self-directed work and learning
TR 2 H G 2 B TAEM Y S
ii.  within broad parameters to provide specialist advice and
functions

FE] 2 S HOE E A SR AL SO BORER g
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b. | For admission to postgraduate degrees to which applicants with a Bachelors
are only eligible for admission if they have also completed a Honours
program, or for credit towards the same degree if no credit is sought for prior
undergraduate study, the statement addresses the following AQF Level 8
attributes:

XF T A 1) RS N AR 58 R TR AR R 4 BEA% BB NI U 2R 2
Bz, BCEXS TR AL 52 o FAE, AR R S BT AR 22 3] TR R AT ] 2
7y, Mz B I B LR A5 AQF 8 20 et
e Graduates at this level have advanced knowledge and skills for
professional or highly skilled work and/or further learning.

2R BBV A AT NS b B e s B AR A B — 2D 2 ST B i R
ML RE -

¢ Graduates at this level have advanced theoretical and technical
knowledge in one or more disciplines or areas of practice

G B EEME AR AR — A B A 2 S B AU B AT S 2 B R R
R

e Graduates at this level have advanced cognitive, technical and
communication skills to select and apply methods and technologies to:

N BB AE B e BE R, BORAIERE TS, AT DL S A
ARIF K
i. analyse critically, evaluate and transform information to
complete a range of activities
XHE BHATHEAIVE >, PRAS AR R, LSS — RPITE D)
ii. analyse, generate and transmit solutions to complex problems
X BRI R AT 04, AR OB ISR R TT R
iii.  transmit knowledge, skills and ideas to others

[ NALFE RN, SREAN AR

e Graduates at this level can apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate
autonomy, well-developed judgement, adaptability and responsibility as
a practitioner or learner.
ZR ] BBV AR T DLz B 1R AN ek R o Ay IO 5 8oy =) ) B
TR EBRHIW ). N RE M 5T

c. | Inall other cases, the statement addresses the learning outcomes of the
degree towards which admission or credit is sought.

FEFTA FARIE LS, an SR i sl 5 2 0 50 RV 2 A A i oy, s W 75 1)
%A R I 22 ST R

13.This policy and procedures are consistent with:
KBURARRTF 6
a. the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF);

BRI 22 P B AHESE (AQF)
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b. the Higher Education Support Act (2003);
(2003 /=55 HOE LR

c. Education Services for Overseas Students Act (2000) and the National Code of
Practice for Registration Authorities and Providers of Education and Training to
Overseas Students 2018; and

(2000 FilgHh = E B RFZIEZRD M (2018 FABCHIMFE M E SR KL E
fik e AR ) B AT A 5 BAK

d. The University’s Coursework Awards Rule.

(R AR T S5 0D

Translated on 12 April 2021
Source https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_6278391
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